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SMITH COLLEGE MUSEUM OF ART IS THE ONLY EAST COAST
VENUE FOR MAJOR EXHIBITION OF ITALIAN ARTIFACTS

THE VILLAS OF
OPLONTIS

NEAR POMPEII

Leisure and Luxury in the Age of Nero: The Villas of Oplontis near Pompeii is the first
major exhibition of works from the Roman archaeological site Oplontis. Located on the
Neapolitan coast, Oplontis was buried and preserved when Mount Vesuvius erupted in
79 CE. The exhibition, which features 250 artifacts on view for the first time outside
Italy, includes ornate jewelry, sculpture, gold and silver coins, ceramics, frescos, and
ordinary utilitarian objects that together demonstrate the disparities of wealth, social
class, and consumption in Roman life.

Leisure and Luxury in the Age of Nero: The Villas of Oplontis near Pompeii is on view
through August 13, 2017 at Smith College Museum of Art, the final stop on a national
tour and the only East Coast venue.

For more information, visit smith.edu/artmuseum
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